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Homecoming Win!
The Raiders defeated the Alexander Spartans to win the 2017 homecoming game! We reigned victorious with a score of 27-15. Senior Patrick
Brown threw 6 of 11 to complete 127 yards and 13 rushes for 96 yards.
Layne Fitch is credited with three receptions for 74 yards and Jarrett
McCarley with two receptions for 44 yards. Cole Young carried the ball 23
times for 92 yards.
Coalton Burns

Senior Jarrett McCarley fends off an unknown Spartan defender.

Raider Review
2017 Raider Homecoming Queen

2017 Homecoming Queen Isabella Mershon
Isabella is the daughter of Brian and Kristen Mershon. Her attendants were Maddi
Young, Rayanna Adkins, Jenna Burke, and Kaylee Carter.

Raider Review
Homecoming Attendants

From left to right: Tori Bradbury (9th), Morgan Johnson (11th), Maddi Young (12th),
Kaylee Carter (12th), Queen Isabella Mershon (12th), Rayanna Adkins (12th) , Jenna
Burke (12th), and Hannah Johnson (10th).
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Quiz Bowl
Current Quiz Bowl members are
looking for new members to join the
RVHS quiz bowl team. Quiz bowl is
a trivia competition. We want you!
test your knowledge and compete
against the county’s best. Contact
Mrs. Fallon for more information and
a practice sheet in room 108.
J.R. Wray

Volleyball Senior Night
This Thursday the senior volleyball
girls will have their last home game
for the year.

Halloween Dance
I am a sophomore here at River Valley
and I think that attending the upcoming
Halloween dance would be a fun experience for everybody. It’s nice to hang
out with your friends and to listen to the
latest music out. Maybe you can dance
the night away or meet someone new.
Dress up as someone from a Tim Burton story and have a blast. You could
possibly find your corpse bride or a Sally to your Jack. I think it's going to be
an amazing night with amazing people.
So please come and join us at the Halloween dance organized by the art
club.
When: Saturday, October 28
8 to 10 pm
Cost: $3.00 and you can buy in advance or at the door!
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Rohingya Conflict
The Asian country of Myanmar, or Burma, has 135 ethnic groups. Only eight of these 135 groups
are considered major ethnic groups. This acknowledgement is relevant because one million people
belong to an ethnic group that is not recognized as an “official” ethnic group. These people are
called the Rohingya, and are also referred to as “Bengali terrorists” as they migrated from Bangladesh in the 15th century. Since the Burmese government will not recognize them as citizens and nor
will any other country, the Bengali are stateless people. This lack of identity creates issues if any of
the Rohingya people want to travel or leave Burma.
Furthermore, the Burmese government only allows each Rohingyan to have two children. The government intends to stifle the Burmese population of “unwanted” people.

The Rohingya are also involved in one of the longest ongoing civil conflicts in the world. The Rohingya are typically Muslim, whereas their neighbors, the Rakhine are Buddhists.
The Rohingyas’ villages and camps have been targeted with violent attacks for centuries, but it is
important to note that the Rohingya have abstained from violence until October of last year.
The Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) first emerged in October of 2016 with an attack on
three military outposts in the Maungdaw and Rathedaung townships. Nine officers were killed in
these attacks and the outposts were looted for weapons. ARSA’s leader, Ataullah Abu Amar Jununi,
stated in an 18 minute video about the attack in October, "For over 75 years there have been various crimes and atrocities committed against the Rohingya ... that's why we carried out the October
9, 2016, attack - to send a message that if the violence is not stopped, we have the right to defend
ourselves." The Burmese government responded with attacks of their own that included support
from the Rankine.
The attacks caused an open conflict between the Rohingya and the Burmese government. This conflict caused well over 1,000 deaths and over 10,000 people to be displaced from their homes. Because of the conflict, ARSA has been declared a terrorist organization by the Burmese government.
However, the United States has not declared ARSA to such an organization.
Regardless of ARSA’s autonomy from the main body of Rohingyans (ARSA numbers roughly 500
members), the Burmese military declares the entirety of the Rohingya violent terrorists. Because of
this, Rohingya villages are being burned in mass numbers. If villagers stay in their villages, they are
shot. See page 6 for an aerial view.
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(Satellite images of some of villages that have been burned. Credits to NASA/HRW)

Since the burnings of villages, over 120,000 of the Rohingya have migrated into Bangladesh. The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) put forth effort to help the Rohingya, but those efforts
are being blocked by the Burmese government. The Burmese government accuses the agency of
aiding the terrorists, regardless of the fact that the UN does not intend to aid ARSA.
On August 30, ARSA released another video begging the international community for help. They
said their women and children are being murdered and their homes are being burned. Once the
murders take place, the military burns the bodies in order to hide evidence of the mass shootings.
Albeit, hiding will not prevent the evidence that already exists via the resources of the internet.
However, the Burmese government is now restricting access to the Rakhine region since the government’s apparent attempt at ethnic cleansing.
The Burmese government even denied the United Nations (UN) monitoring the Burmese military.
Aung San Suu Kyi, a Nobel Peace prize winner, is a Burmese politician who has been supporting
the idea of the Rohingya as terrorists. She said the situation is based on “fake news helping terrorists.”
Unfortunately, I cannot offer a conclusion to this story as it is incredibly open-ended and it appears
the worst is still to come.
Leif Ray
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Homecoming Parade
River Valley had its annual Homecoming parade Wednesday October 4th. Each
grade level made a float for the parade. The Sophomores did an “IT” themed float and
the Seniors constructed a “Senioritis” float. The best float was the Sophomore float.
Noah Patterson drew a fantastic Pennywise the Dancing Clown on the sides of the
float. The Seniors were creative with their zombie-like float. The parade was one of
the pieces of what was a very happy Homecoming weekend for River Valley!

Kaylee Carter in style for Homecoming
Queen.

Mrs. Bush watching the parade.
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Homecoming Parade

Mrs. Gannaway watching the parade.

Rayanna for Homecoming queen in a nice “ol’ truck.”
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Homecoming Parade

Maddie Young for Homecoming Queen .

Baby Raiders (3rd and 4th Grade) .

Raider Review

Homecoming Parade

Mrs. Gannaway watching the Parade.

Rayanna for Homecoming queen In a nice ol’ truck.
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Homecoming Parade

Hannah Johnson, Sophomore Homecoming Attendant

Tori Bradbury, Freshman Homecoming Attendant.
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Homecoming Parade

Morgan Johnson, Junior Homecoming Attendant

.
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Powder-buff Game
The Seniors and Sophomores defeated the Juniors and Freshman with a score of
30-21.
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Powder-buff Game

George Rickett and Chase Johnson dancing in the dance-off at Homecoming
Pep Rally. The two won that category! Sadly, seniors lost the pep rally by just
one point to sophomores. Congratulations to the class of 2020:)
Updates for the weekend of October 13-15:
Nathaniel Abbott was named All League and All District in Cross Country.
The Raiders lost to Vinton County with a score of 41 to 13.
Raider Varsity Volleyball plays Wednesday, October 18, at Unioto. This is a first time to play in a D-2 tournament.
River Valley’s band placed third place in competition at Sissonville, West Virginia.

